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For immediate release. 

 

AUTOMAKERS DISAPPOINTED B.C. HAS CHOSEN IDEOLOGY OVER AFFORDABILITY AND CONSUMER 

CHOICE   

 

Toronto (April 2, 2026) – Global Automakers of Canada President, David Adams expressed 

disappointment and concern over the decision of the Government of British Columbia to retain its 

outdated zero emission vehicle mandate.   

 

“While the government appears to have recognized waning consumer demand for EVs in the face of 

the unrealistic targets it had set under the ZEV mandate, It is really unfortunate that it has not seized 

the opportunity to reduce bureaucracy and cost by removing its ZEV mandate, reducing 

interprovincial trade barriers, and joining the federal government in adopting the technology neutral 

approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”     

 

“At this time and place as we work through the technological transition at the same time that the 

auto industry is being fundamentally disrupted, it is unacceptable that all of the provinces in Canada 

would not adopt a single, federal approach to drive towards both emissions reduction and the 

transition to electric vehicles,” added Adams. 

 

Prime Minister Carney confirmed on February 5, 2026, that the federal ZEV mandate, known as the 

Electric Vehicle Availability Standard, would be repealed. British Columbia acknowledged the 

importance of alignment with the federal government, noting there “should be one clear, harmonized 

sales target” for Canada.   Consumers and the automotive industry will continue to bear the costs of 

B.C.’s decision. 
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ABOUT GLOBAL AUTOMAKERS OF CANADA 

 

Global Automakers of Canada (GAC) is the national trade association representing the Canadian 

interests of 15 of the world’s most respected automakers. Together our members represent more 

than 25 brands in the Canadian automotive market.  

   

The members are responsible for direct or indirect employment of more than 217,000 Canadians, 

contribute $25B to Canadian GDP and more than $10.5B annually in revenue for all levels of 

government.  The members are responsible for 62% of light duty vehicle sales in the Canadian 

market. 

 


